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All Roads Lead  

to Fort Morgan  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and Clarinda  

 

 

   

next month  



     Are your travel plans in place? 

     This year, the ñGlenn Miller Swingfest,ò to be held June        

7-9, celebrates the 100th anniversary of  the Miller family      

coming to Fort Morgan, Colorado.   

     Miller graduated from Fort Morgan High School in 1921.   

     A complete schedule had not been announced by press 

time, so be sure to view the website glennmillerswingfest.com 

for event details. 

     During the same period, June 7-10, the 43rd annual ñGlenn 

Miller Birthplace Festivalò takes place in Clarinda, Iowa, where 

Miller was born March 1st, 1904.  And, as in the past, it         

promises much to see, hear, and enjoy.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     The schedule of events for Clarinda includes a concert and 

dance by The Glenn Miller Orchestra, the Glenn Miller        

Birthplace Museum will be open for visiting, and a ñBig Band 

Breakfastò will take place.   

     One new and special program to be included at the 

ñBirthplace Festivalò this year will be an Army Air Forces  75th 

diamond jubilee presentation by Dennis Spragg, Senior         

Consultant for The Glenn Miller Archive at the University of 

Colorado-Boulder.  Dennisô program had its debut in March 

during a teleconference which originated at the Treasury         

Department in Washington, D.C. 

     At the event, titled ñGlenn Miller: A Study In Leadership,ò 

he provided details of his book, Glenn Miller Declassified, 

which was published last year. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Afterwards Dennis commented on Facebook, ñThe fact that 

his influential government forum considered Major Miller to be 

an important example of leadership and management is a 

great testimonial to him over seventy two years since his   

wartime service and sacrifice.ò  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

     Of course, both the ñSwingfestò and the ñBirthplace            

Festivalò give Miller fans from the world over a chance to       

renew friendships and share camaraderie next month. 

     By the way, did you happen to see on TV recently the 

ketchup commercial with Glenn Millerôs original recording of In 

the Mood playing?   I think it was Heinz ketchup, but I was 

paying more attention to the music than the product.  



     It was enjoyable for me to spend time with Dennis and 

members of the public in Chicago on the exact anniversary of 

Glenn Millerôs birth, March 1st.  Courtesy of Miller aficionado 

Karl Pearson, here are a couple photos from the event, which 

took place at Chicago Public Library. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

      

     Did you realize that Dennisô research is now available as 

an audiobook, published by Tantor Audio? 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Narrated by Jonathan Yen, this audiobook version is                

unabridged and lasts 14 hours and 40 minutes. 



     Now, on to another celebration . . .  

     The poster pretty much tells all the vital details of 

ñWoodchoppersô Ball,ò honoring the musical legacy of Woody 

Herman.  It takes place the 23rd through the 27th of this 

month in Los Angeles. 

     There will be appearances by The Woody Herman           

Orchestra directed by Frank Tiberi, a Woody Herman all-star 

alumni band, and many musicians from Woodyôs bands, like 

vibraphonist Terry Gibbs (who is now age 93), trombonist 

John Fedchock (ñBig Johnò Fedchock, as Woody used to say), 

baritone saxophonist Mike Brignola (he joined Woody right out 

of college in 1980), drummer Jim Rupp (who also worked with 

Maynard Ferguson and The Glenn Miller Orchestra),        

trumpeter Mark Lewis (Cappy Lewisô son), and composer-

arranger Alan Broadbent. (Reunion At Newport, Children of 

Lima, et al)   

     Individual event tickets range from $10-$35 on up to the 

platinum VIP registration fee of $450. 

     More than 20 years after Woody died in 1987, the Herman 

herd is still heard! 



 Congratulations to the    

new leader of The 

Tex Beneke Orchestra 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gary Tole      
     Gary has taken over for saxophonist Jim Snodgrass, who 

has retired. 

     Gary played trombone in The Glenn Miller Orchestra        

directed by Jimmy Henderson, before establishing permanent 

residence in southern California.  Heôs also worked for many 

other bands, including Harry James and Les Brown, and led 

his own big band called Legends of Swing.  Add to that, he 

was a member of the Tex Beneke band for a number of years, 

and even served as director of The Glenn Miller Orchestra in 

2011. 

     Earlier this year, the Beneke Orchestra now under Garyôs          

leadership performed in some concerts in southern California. 

     I wish Gary much success and many bookings in the         

future with the Tex Beneke Orchestra! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

For the price of a single CD, the Enlightenment label has      

gathered nine complete Stan Kenton albums from Capitol into a 

4-CD set, and it totals more than five hours of music.  The       

recordings date from 1948 to 1962, and the albums will         

probably be familiar to you, including ñKenton In Hi-Fi,ò ñCuban 

Fire!,ò and ñKentonôs West Side Story.ò   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another 4-CD set, this one produced by JSP Records in          

England, features Coleman Hawkins in his ñmiddle years,ò 1939 

to 1949.  So, of course, his classic Body and Soul is here plus 

much more. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This past August, Sepia in England issued a CD of Ray         

Anthonyôs music which included the 1960 ñNew Ray Anthony 

Showò live album plus 16 bonus tracks (Sepia 1313).  Now, 

Bear Family in Germany is releasing ñRock Around The Rock 

Pile,ò and, unfortunately, 11 of the same tracks on the Sepia 

disc are repeated here.  Bear Family does a very good job with 

their remastering and booklet and research, but I wish there 

wasnôt so much duplication.  The other tunes on Bear Familyôs 

CD are The Fox, Harlem Nocturne, Houseparty Hop, Marilyn,  

In the Mood, Twist and Rock Around the Clock, Night Train,  

Flying Home, Chattanooga Choo Choo, Thunderbird,         

Bandstand Matinee, Trumpet Boogie, Rockumba, Bunny Hop 

Rock, Cat Dancinô, and the movie version of Rock Around the 

Rock Pile. 


